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Mr Speaker, thank you for the opportunity. I would like to congratulate the maker of the 

Statement for drawing our attention to the bad nature of the roads in her constituency. Mr 

Speaker, the notoriety associated with bad roads are national in nature. Almost every community 

and constituency one goes to, there are very bad roads that are negatively affecting business, 

industry and the lives of people in all forms. Mr Speaker, I would not like to take advantage of 

the Statement by my Hon Colleague to make another Statement, but basically, as a country, we 

have a huge problem with our roads. Sometimes, even when I am trying to make appeals about 

the need to come and work on my roads — I share in the gravity of the job that the Hon Minister 

for Roads and Highways is handling.  

This is because I know my Hon Colleagues also have very bad roads. So, with such a situation at 

hand, what do we do? Mr Speaker, when we look at the budgetary allocation for roads, it would 

take us a significant number of years before we can get our roads in shape.  So, we have to find 

very innovative ways to ensure that every region and constituency has a fair treatment on some 

major roads that can, at least, make a significant impact. Mr Speaker, I have realised that most 

roads that were constructed in my constituency, and I believe it is the same with other 

constituencies, that have been there for many years, are still in good shape, while those roads 

that were constructed recently have gone bad. This is a fact in most constituencies.  

Mr Speaker, I do not want to mention particular roads like the flyover that was built at Circle. We 

know that some parts had potholes and recently had to be worked on.  A major road like this, 

which is not even up to seven years, to get contractors going back to it, means that we have a 

serious problem with our audit mechanisms. These are the departments of our work that we 

have to take a serious look at. This is because the contractors go to site and do what they deem 

fit. Whether it matches the contract value or the money that they have been allocated, that is 

not the business of most people who are supposed to do the supervision.  

Mr Speaker, in my engagement with people from my constituency and elsewhere, I believe that 

most Ghanaians are ready to pay even more if only what they pay would be used to fix the roads. 

Mr Speaker, now the big problem we have is not that citizens do not want to pay to get our roads 

fixed, but they would want to know the systems that have been put in place to ensure that there 

is accountability and transparency in the awarding of contracts, and value for money assessments 

are done. So, these are the challenges that we have to look at. 

Mr Speaker, I suggest that the Ministry of Roads and Highways together with other stakeholders 

do more public engagement. We need to know how much is in the Road Fund, which projects 

are being done with the Road Fund, what is coming from Government, some of the shortfalls that 

we have, and make proposals as to the ways to have enough funds to ensure that our roads are 

fixed. Mr Speaker, one other innovative way we have to consider is the Public Private Partnership 



(PPP) arrangement. In some countries, some kilometres of roads are given to financial institutions 

to fix. It is a form of investment. So, they invest money into the road and there are road tolls to 

ensure that they get their money over a couple of years. Mr Speaker, we have to identify major 

roads that can go through these systems. This is because, when we start to consider such a 

method, I believe that we may not have to wait for 100 years to get some of these basic 

infrastructures put in good shape. Any bad road that puts stress on the body and the vehicle also 

puts stress on the economy. 


